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 SHARING THE GOOD THINGS HAPPENING IN THE LIFE OF OUR CHURCH 

 “Home is Where the Heart Is”         

 

Yes, phrases like: “Home is where the heart is” and “Home Sweet Home” brings back fond 

memories of our childhood and raising families of our own. But the home is also where we    

establish building blocks of foundational truths; truths which should follow us all the days 

of  our lives. Or, as the writer of Proverbs says: “Train up a child in the way he should go, 

and  when he is old he will not depart from it” [Proverbs 22:6]. This precept generally holds 

true, but not always. That’s why the wisdom writings are said to be: “prescriptive” not 

“descriptive.”   
 

Similarly, when people come together to study God’s word, most of us benefit from learn-

ing from others through a lifetime of experiences. But this is certainly not a new concept. 

The early church made it a point to meet in the homes of fellow believers for prayer, fel-

lowship and    learning. For just as it says, “And they were continually devoting themselves 

to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer” [Acts 

2:42].  
 

You’d be amazed how much you can learn how God has worked in the lives of others. 

That’s why we have the Sunday morning education classes and women’s bible studies. But 

you have to be willing to attend in order to learn more about Christ. And when you do, you 

also learn more about yourself and how you can relate with others who are like-minded.  
 

Yes, the people of Grace have a lot to share, and we want to afford you every opportunity 

to share with others what God has done, is doing, and shall do in the lives of His people!   
 

On countless occasions I’ve shared with you about the need to be in God’s Word on a regu-

lar, and hopefully, on a daily basis. One of my favorite passages is found in Acts 17 where 

Paul talks about the spiritual maturity of these Bereans where he writes: “Now these were 

more     noble-minded than those in Thessalonica, for they received the word with great eager-

ness, examining the Scriptures daily, to see whether these things were so” [Acts 17:11].   
 

It’s my sincere hope and prayer that you will feed on God’s Word so that you’ll be spiritu-

ally replenished. Take part and take it to heart! We want to hear your story! We want to 

know what God is doing in your life and in the lives of those whom you love.  It’s all about 

fellowship.   Fellowship, wholesome fellowship, is one way of building a community on a 

sure foundation. God bless each and every one of you and may His sure foundation be your 

life support.  

 

Have a care, 

 

Pastor Cooper  



 Fall is just around the corner and for Grace Community Church, that means it is time  

to think about nominating Elders and Deacons for the Class of 2017-2019, individuals  

to serve on the 2017 Nominating Committee. Everyone who is a member in good standing is  

eligible to serve. 
 

 Grace Community Church is like a team. (“The body is not one member but many.”  

1 Corinthians 12:14) We need many individuals involved to bring success to our programs  

and to promote the spiritual development of and give compassionate care of our members 

and the “friends of Grace”. 
   

 The devotional written by Cindy Hess Kasper for October 16, 2011, in Our  

Daily Bread gave an illustration of teamwork and everyone’s importance to the team.  

It was titled “The Wooden Rule” and was based on 1 Corinthians 12. 
 

 “Legendary UCLA basketball coach John Wooden had an interesting rule for  

his teams. Whenever a player scored, he was to acknowledge the person on the team  

who had assisted. When he was coaching high school, one of his players asked, ‘Coach,  

won’t that take up too much time?’ Wooden replied, ‘I’m not asking you to run over and  

give him a big hug. A nod will do.’” 
 

 Coach Wooden saw the importance of teaching his players that they were a team  

not “just a bunch of independent operators.” Each person contributed to the success of  

everyone else. That makes me think of the way the body of Christ should work. As  

written in 1 Corinthians 12:19-20, each of us is a separate part of one body. Therefore,  

is the success of a pastor, a Bible study, or a church program based solely on one  

person’s accomplishments? How many people contribute to the smooth operation  

of a church? 
 

 Both Coach Wooden’s rule and 1 Corinthians 12 are established in the principle  

of seeing our need for one another. I encourage you to use your gifts within our body  

of Christ to build up, strengthen, and help carry out God’s purposes. Let me know if  

you would be willing to serve the Lord and Grace Community Church as an Elder,  

Deacon, or on the 2017 Nominating Committee. 

 

Blessings, 

Jan Evans 

 

 

 

 

 

There are no unimportant people in the body of Christ. 

 

All Christians have been gifted 

By grace from God above, 

Equipped to strengthen 

The church in faith and love.  -Fitzhugh 

Elder and Deacon 

Nominations 
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Finance Committee Report 
 

For the month of September our unrestricted 

contributions were $20,388.80 and our expenses were 
$35,655.00. 

Facilities Maintenance Fund 
 

Contributions to the Facilities Maintenance Fund 

totaled $100.00 for the month of September. This fund 
is used for building and maintenance expenses and to 

cover emergency costs that may arise. 

        Your Finance Committee 
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Barb Thompson    10/01 
Richard Lemanski   10/03 

Jacquie  Peterson   10/03 

Kim DeFevre    10/04 

Bev Bair    10/06 
David Craig    10/06 

Betti Pflepsen    10/06 

Paul Battiste    10/07 
Jennifer Lemanski   10/07 

Mike Blackburn    10/08 

Elaine Delfosse    10/08 
Mary Ann Malotte   10/08 

Shirley Knox    10/10 

Ellen Maloy    10/11 

Ewalee Michalis   10/15 
Silas Wade    10/17 

Ron Garthe    10/19 

Joan Daly    10/20 
Bob Smith    10/21 

Sharon Clanin    10/22 

Marie Wright    10/25 
*(Eural) Southerland   10/26 

Will & Mary Kingma               10/03 
Richard & Suzanne Urwiller  10/05 

Bob & JoAnne Williams  10/07 

Jim & Elaine Gregerson   10/08 

Richard & Jennifer Lemanski              10/08 
Rick & Pat Sontheimer   10/09 

John & Joan Daley   10/26 

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 

OCTOBER                

ANNIVERSARIES 

Women  of Grace 
 

Ladies, our GCC Women’s Bible Study  

will begin on Monday, October 17 at  

10:00 AM. It will be a 6 week study led    

by Michele Southerland and  Sammie 
McWhirter. The study is called “Advent of The Savior”. 
 

The weeks preceding Christmas can be one of the most       

difficult times for us to focus on God. We are burdened      

with many pressures and sometimes find it troublesome    

to truly celebrate our Savior’s birth. 
 

We hope you will join us as we travel this road together   

to prepare for this significant event in our history. Perhaps 
it  will help us to keep this Christmas in proper perspective 

and assist us in finding peace in the midst of it all. 
 

There is a sign-up sheet in the Resource Center. The study 

book will cost $5.00.  We look forward to seeing you!                                                                                                                          

Sammie McWhirter 

We are in need of volunteers for the following;      

Usher & Greeter Chairperson, A person to care for 

the Floral Arrangements, A Librarian and a        

Hospitality Chairperson. Please pray for these     

ministries. Any ideas or questions, please contact 
Becky Reid at the Church (975-9038) or by email at  

sunnyb@phxcoxmail.com.                                       

Our Third “Sing A Long” 
 

Will be taking place at Grace on Sunday, October 30th at 

3:00 PM. Be sure to mark your calendar to attend the 

fun and fellowship. 

 Refreshments will be served. 

Inquirer’s Class 

We will be holding our Inquirer's Classes on October 

9th & 16th at the McWhirter’s home and the 23rd at 

the Church, from 4:00 PM - 5:00 PM . If you are      

interested, there is a sign up sheet and directions to  
the McWhirter’s home in the Resource Center.  

Women’s Ministries: We all realize that prices do increase, 
but we are working hard to maintain our ticket prices, yet we 

want to advise you of some of the items included in the ticket 

price. They are: caterer, tax & gratuity; paper goods, table 

set up, cleaning of linens; the Speaker, her travel and         
accommodations. Should you have any questions, please       

see either one of us.   Sammie McWhirter and Linda Cormany 
 

* You may not be aware, but there is a church fund available 
if you or a friend are not able to attend these events, but 

would enjoy coming, please see Pastor Bob. 

GCC will have our Veterans Day Display on Sunday, November 
6th  and the 13th. Those whose photos were NOT displayed last 

year should  submit photos. Place name and branch of service on 

the back. Those whose photos were displayed last year need not  

re-submit. Deadline for submission is OCTOBER 30TH. Place 
photos in the basket labeled “VETS” in the Resource Center.  

Photos in uniform are desired but not required. All photos will    

be copied and the original will be returned to owners. For         
additional information contact JOHN WINN (623) 546-8362. 

Thank you so much, If you have questions, call John. 

Nina 



Our 36th General Assembly 

Held at Ward Church, Northville, MI 

June 20 to June 25, 2016 
 

Renewed in June 

Our Theme was: “Behold, I am making everything new” Revelations 21:5 
 

The attendees from Grace Community Church were: Cooper and Sammie McWhirter in the company of         

Dorothy and Ralph Cleaver, Ginny and myself. GA’s are always terrific events for Elders to attend. This          

was a week of business meetings, fellowship and worship services but most importantly it was a time for        

spiritual renewal. This year’s GA was no exception. 
 

The meeting started with the World Outreach dinner where we were able to do dine with Jeff Juday our           

missionary to Malaysia. This year the theme is “Going to Hard Places” to tell the story of Jesus among            

people who have no church. WO and the EPC are committed to become a missional family of churches as         

we refocus our mission and reach out to serve others for Christ in the 21st century. As part of that shift, four     

priorities were identified as our focus efforts: 
 

 Promote and resource church planting  

 Promote and resource church revitalization 

 Create a structure suitable for global movement 

 Create a leadership development culture. 
 

It is the intention to get ready for the time when each presbytery is asked to have a mission committee              

actively engaging their churches in global movement. 
 

Almost 2000 people (Pastors, Elders, Missionaries, Spouses, Christian vendors and guests were in attendance. 

The evening speakers, worship services and music were all spectacular and uplifting. 
 

For your interest, I will mention two main items of business: 

 The GA approved a motion for the Moderator to appoint an interim committee to draft a pastoral letter on 

“Ministering to the Church and World on Issues Pertaining to Human Sexuality”. The committee will      

make its report to the 38th GA in 2018. 

 The EPC and the National Presbyterian Church of Mexico (La Iglesia Nacional Presbiteriana de Mexico 

formed a historic partnership for the joint planting of Reformed Churches in northern Mexico. 
 

The EPC believes it has been called to be a global movement of Evangelical Presbyterian Churches. A             

significant way to create a structure suitable for global movement is to solicit as much input and buy in as        

possible. The gathering of commissioners and mission leaders at the 36th Gen. assembly in June was a step         

in that direction. 
 

Respectfully submitted: Gordon Walls - Ruling Elder 
 

PS: Ginny and I also had the chance to visit with Eda Laurion on two occasions to deliver some CDs and      

greetings from our friends here and talk with her in great length. She sends her love and that she misses          

GCC and her friends here so very much. 
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10:00 AM 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Worship Service 

10:00 AM 

Worship Service 

10:00 AM 

Worship Service  

10:00 AM 

 Communion 

Worship Service:  

10:00 AM 

Prayer Service 

9:00 AM 

Prayer Service 

9:00 AM 

Prayer Service 

9:00 AM 

Prayer Service 

9:00 AM 

Ukulele Group 

1:00 PM 

Men’s Bible Study  

8:00 AM 

Finance Meeting 

10:00 AM 

Session Meeting 

1:00 PM 

Choir Practice 

9:00 AM 

Choir Practice 

9:00 AM 

Worship & Music 

Meeting 11:00 AM 

Ukulele Group 

1:00 PM 

Women’s Council 

Meeting 10:00 AM 

Bible Study  

8:45 AM 

Bible Study  

8:45 AM 

Bible Study  

8:45 AM 

Bible Study  

8:45 AM 

Bible Study  

8:45 AM 

Worship Service  

10:00 AM 

Sing a Long 

3:00 PM 

Men’s Bible Study  

8:00 AM 

Men’s Bible Study  

8:00 AM 

Men’s Bible Study  

8:00 AM 

Men’s Bible Study  

8:00 AM 

New Member   

Installation 

Inquirer Class 

4:00 - 5:00 PM 

Grace Church  

Women’s Bible Study 

10:00 AM 

Deacon Meeting 

9:00 AM 

Choir Practice 

9:00 AM 

Choir Practice 

9:00 AM 

Women’s Bible Study 

10:00 AM 

Women’s Bible Study 

10:00 AM 

Welcome Back 

Coff-Tea 

10:00 AM 

Missions Meeting 

1:00 PM 

Ministry Council 

Meeting 

10:00 AM 

Inquirer Class 

4:00 PM - 5:00 PM 

At The McWhirter’s 

Home  

Inquirer Class 

4:00 PM - 5:00 PM 

At The McWhirter’s 

Home  

Memorial Service for  
Sylvia Patrick  
11:00 AM 


